Introduction
Isolated aneurysms of the iliac arteries are rare with an estimated occurrence of 1-2% of that of aortic aneurysms. When they do occur, one presentation can be acute sciatic nerve compression.
Case report
A 68 year old man was admitted with a sudden onset of pain radiating from the right buttock to the leg, followed by retention of urine. He was unable to bear any weight on his right leg. His previous medical history was unremarkable. Examination revealed a right foot drop, absent right ankle jerk, loss of sensation on the lateral aspect of the right leg and restriction ofstraight leg raising. Abdominal examination was normal except for a distended bladder, which was subsequently catheterized. Rectal examination was also normal. There were no other abnormal physical signs. Investigations, including plain X-rays of the lumbar spine and myelogram, were normal. Ultrasonography showed a large aneurysm 1Ocm x 8cm of the right common iliac artery.
At laparotomy the aneurysm was dealt with using an in-lay prosthetic graft. Post-operatively right iliac vein thrombosis occurred which was treated by bandaging alone. Anticoagulation was not used owing to recent vascular surgery. Electromyography done following the operation revealed severe denervation ofthe muscles of the right leg and an abnormality compatible with either a partial sciatic nerve lesion or fairly extensive lumbosacral root pathology. Currently the signs of sciatic nerve compression are resolving.
Discussion
The majority ofisolated iliac artery aneurysms involve the common 
